
important that we focus on that. We want to
leave with four points.”

And they did. “The important thing is we
have two W’s,” he said after the Rangers’
back-to-back 2-1 wins. “[The second] game
was a lot better [than the first], both in effort
and atmosphere. People were enjoying it more
and we performed better.”

Playing in Prague was naturally a big thing
for Rozsival. “It’s certainly personal, with
many relatives and friends [there],” he said.
“You could say it’s one of the most important
games. Playing in Prague is just extraordinary.
It may not happen again. Maybe I’ll even be a
bit nervous. But if I know myself, if every-
thing goes well, it’ll be gone in five minutes.”

Rozsival has turned the page on the Jagr
era. “That’s just history,” he said. “We need to
look ahead and not think about the past. We
still have much that we need to improve. Of
course Jagr was a great player, but we have
some new guys here — the team has to adjust.
We’re going to miss about 80 points that Jarda
took to Russia with him. He’s obviously an
excellent hockey player who was able to lift
the entire team. There’s no big hockey name
here anymore.”

There aren’t  as many Czechs in the locker
room anymore either. “It was a bit different
feeling when we arrived this year,” Rozsival
said. “For me as a Czech it’s noticeable. Last
year, there were five of us, now we’re just
two, so Czech can’t be heard as often. But
you get used to that and you take it as it is.”

Now, the team is vastly different than it
was, both on and off the ice. “Every player is
unique,” Rozsival said. “So we certainly do
play differently, maybe more north-south.
We’re happy about the fact that it seems to be
somehow working.”

Perhaps the best thing was being able to
bond as a team during the trip. “We grew a lot
closer as a team on and off the ice,” he said.
“We began to understand each other and gel
more. It’s always that way when a team gets
the chance to be together for a long period of
time. There’s enough time to sit around and
talk, do some team stuff, go for a bite.”

He saw some positives and negatives to
having to return to New York to get on with
the season after the European adventure. “It’s
possible that we’ll be fatigued,” he said. “But
we had to deal with that already when we
came over here. Maybe we’ll get one day off
after landing to rest a bit. The NHL is difficult
— we have to prepare for upcoming games.”

On the plus side was playing back in the
Garden. “The fans in New York are great,”
Rozsival said, even though he has taken a bit
of grief there at times. “As much as we are
looking forward it, so are they.”

He is also looking forward to getting back
to the comforts of home. “Things were some-
what rushed here,” he noted. “There’s no
place like home. Everyone knows where their
stuff is, their favorite places, where to stretch,
and so on. We had to improvise here.”

And having the media spotlight shine else-
where will also be a welcome change for the
media-shy Rozsival. “The attention from the
media should really drop,” he said. “Maybe
the first few days people will still be asking,
but it will calm down for sure and go back to
normal.”      ■
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Twenty-four hours before the Rangers’ first game in Bern,
Switzerland, defenseman Philippe Furrer and forward
Christian Dube of host SC Bern were dressing as though
they wanted to switch locker rooms. Local Swiss photog-

raphers asked Furrer, a Ranger fourth round pick in 2003, to bring
the Ranger jersey he wore on draft day. They wanted to snap some
photos of him and Dube, a Ranger second rounder in 1995 who
played 33 games in New York, in the famous NHL sweater. 

Both players obliged. But as soon as he was done with the shoot,
Dube quickly pulled the jersey off. Furrer, on the other hand, kept
it on for quite some time. That only made sense, considering Dube
has long forgotten about the NHL after nearly a decade as a Swiss
League superstar. But Furrer still dreams about the ultimate hockey
experience, playing in the NHL.

“When you’re in the Rangers’ organization,” Furrer said, “you
want to be there for life.” It remains a long shot for Furrer to ever
get a chance in New York, but the Rangers still keep tabs on him.
Christer Rockstrom, the team’s Director of Player Personnel for
Europe, said he talks to Furrer at least three or four times through-
out the season.

“To see how he feels,” Rockstrom said. “He had some injuries, a
hip problem, so we want to see how he’s doing. We don’t talk
often, maybe a couple of times in the season. Last year was a big
season for him. He made it onto the national team. So we have to
stay in touch with him. But we talk to a lot of players. He’s not the
only one.”

Even though Furrer is a Ranger draft pick, he is technically no
longer their property. He’s under contract with SC Bern, and the
NHL has said its teams will not poach contracts from European
clubs. Anyway, the Rangers’ draft rights on Furrer expired last
summer, so in NHL terms, he’s an unrestricted free agent.

Still, the offensive defenseman dreams of playing for only one
team. He said he’s hoping to have another big season for SC Bern
after scoring 22 points in 43 games last season, his first full season
in the Swiss National League A. He hopes that will earn him an
invitation to Ranger training camp next year. 

Furrer has never been to a Ranger training camp. The only time
he ever wore a Ranger sweater on the ice was at the 2006 Traverse
City Prospect Tournament, where he played with current Rangers
Brandon Dubinsky, Ryan Callahan, Nigel Dawes, and Lauri Kor-
pikoski. “It’s fun to see them,” Furrer said. “But they made it and
at the same time I want to be there too. It’s a big goal for me to
dress in that jersey.”

Dube is hopeful that Furrer will get his chance with the Rangers,
or really with any team in the NHL. He’s also hopeful that Furrer
has a better experience than he did. “The way they play now in the
NHL is more my style with the speed and stuff,” Dube said. “But
I’m 31 now.”

When he was 21, Dube was just one year removed from the
height of his North American career. He won his second straight
World Junior Championship with Team Canada, leading the team
with seven points. After the WJC, which happened to take place in
Switzerland, the former CHL Player of the Year made his pro debut
with the Rangers, playing 27 games, scoring just one goal and one
assist.

Dube was drafted to be a scoring threat, but he struggled to
adjust because he couldn’t play his speed game in the pre-lockout
NHL, dominated as it was by hooking and holding around the net.

After spending most of the next two seasons with the Rangers’
AHL affiliate in Hartford, Dube’s once promising career was close
to crumbling. He needed a unique opportunity to rejuvenate him-
self and his career. He discovered it in Switzerland, a country he
knew quite well, having lived there for twelve years until the age
of 15 — his father Norm played pro hockey there after the end of
his WHA career.

“I didn’t have fun playing hockey and I was 21,” Dube said of
his early years trying to crack the NHL. “A few teams from
Switzerland approached me. New York said they would trade me if
I didn’t want to be there anymore, but I said for a year I’d go to
Switzerland. Now it’s my tenth season.”      ■

Once and (Maybe) Future Rangers
By Dan Rosen, NHL.com
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Ranger draftee Jan Marek of
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