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You can hate him. You can hit him. You can
harangue him in the press, hang him effigy,
even hold back your handshake. You can

even make up rules against him. But you can’t stop
Sean Avery from his appointed rounds. Call him
bush, call him any name you can think up, knowing
full well he’s thought up worse. But in the end, you
can only call him irrepressible.

Before his sudden illness, the hockey world was
fixated on Avery’s stick-waving antics and on Mar-
tin Brodeur’s refusal to shake his hand. But a hall-
mark play of a different sort showed who Sean
Avery is and how he helped throw Brodeur and the
Devils off their game:

John Madden went out of his way to hit Avery
behind the net. Avery popped up onto his skates,
collected the puck, stepped into the crease, and
jammed the puck into Brodeur. As the rebound
squirted out into the slot, Brodeur and three defend-
ers — including Selke finalist Madden — went after
Avery. No one went for the loose puck or former Devil
Scott Gomez. Goal.

Avery scored three goals and added two assists in the
Rangers’ 4-1 series win. He took three penalties, two that
led to power plays, both goalie interference calls in which
Brodeur actually interfered with him. Yet it was Brodeur
who refused to shake Avery’s hand after the series, a rare
breach of protocol during one of hockey’s saving-grace
traditions.

“I shook everybody’s hand — everyone but one,”
Brodeur admitted. “I don’t care how he feels about it.”

“Everybody talks about how much class I don’t have,”
Avery said. “Well, it’s the end of the series and men go to
war against each other, and I guess he forgot to shake my
hand. Of course I was going to shake his hand. Everyone
talks about how unclassy I am, and ‘Fatso’ there just forgot
to shake my hand, I guess.”

“Why should I have?” Brodeur responded. “When you
shake hands, it’s a sign of respect. That’s what you’re
doing. I didn’t respect the stuff he said. I respect him as a
hockey player. He contributed big time. But the stuff that
he said, a lot of it was pretty bad. It had no bearing on the
game or anything.”

What did Avery say that got under Brodeur’s skin? No
one would say, but it was not an ethnic slur, as Avery has
been accused of in the past.

“It had nothing to do with any of that,” Brodeur said.
“He never said a word about that. I want to make sure
that’s clear. He was good about that. It was all personal
stuff. When you play a certain way, it’s understandable.
He’s an effective player, but when you cross the line
on the stuff that you say, I don’t have to shake any-
body’s hand.”

He wasn’t able to shake off Avery’s distractions,
either.

“He was fine going into the playoffs,” Devils
coach Brent Sutter said of his all-world netminder.
“I just think it wore on him as the series went on.
There was a lot of stuff that took place that probably
had some impact with him. I think to some degree,
he looked tired mentally.”

“I don’t think it’s about hockey,” Brodeur said.
“[It’s] just having to deal with the [media] circus
with the Rangers. It’s not a question of not liking it.
It’s the way every day was about you-know-who.
When you win, you don’t feel that. When you have
success, it’s pretty easy to deal with. When you
don’t have success, it’s a burden on you. It makes it
hard to deal with, and it was. It became hard at the
end. I was a little tired of it.

“It’s such a great rivalry that what came between two
individuals should’ve been the least of anybody’s worries.
I know people love to write about and talk about these
kinds of things. I know the nature of the game and I was
ready to deal with it — but in a winning way, not really on
losing it.”

Devil GM Lou Lamoriello backed up his goalie. “I sup-
port Marty 100%,” he said. “I’ve seen it before and we’ll
see it again. There are reasons why it was done that other
people don’t know. There is a line people can cross in this
game.” 

Sutter refused to address the issue. “I don’t want to talk
about Sean Avery,” he said. “That’s all anybody wanted to
talk about for ten days. I’m tired of talking about him.”

Avery said Brodeur was more responsible for the goals
he let up than he was for distracting him. “He probably did
it to himself more than anything,” he said. “He dove and
was out of position a lot.”

Brodeur did give the Rangers as a whole, beyond Avery,
credit for throwing him off his game. “It was not an easy
series, that’s for sure,” he said. “They did a great job of
getting to me, getting in front of me and making my life
tough out there.”

“We outplayed him, I outplayed him,” Avery crowed,
insisting he was doing his job to help his team win. “We’re
not here to make friends with anyone — it’s a war out
there and we certainly don’t care what anyone thinks about
how we played as long as we win. I just wanted to do what
was best for the team. I came in knowing there was going

to be a lot of attention paid to me. I just tried to stay
focused, to play through what guys did to get me
off my game.”

Avery had already stirred up a hornet’s nest earli-
er in the series when he got in Brodeur’s face while
play was in progress and waved his stick, trying to
distract him during a five-on-three power play.

“I’ve been playing fifteen years, been watching
hockey for 33 years, and I’ve never seen anything
like that before, ever,” Brodeur said. “His job was
to screen me and I couldn’t see anything. I’ve got to
give him credit. He did his job. I don’t know if he
did it on his own or was told to do it, but the two or
three shots before he scored, I never saw.”

Although Avery was careful not to touch Brodeur,
the Devils’ netminder responded by spearing Avery
in the groin and gloving him in the face. Defense-
man Colin White also took a jab at Avery. No
penalties were called on anyone.
At one point, Chris Drury, stationed near the oppo-

site goal post, stepped over to Avery and said something
to him. “I heard the ref behind me warning him,” Drury
explained. “I didn’t know if Sean heard it. I just wanted to
say, ‘This is what the ref is saying.’ He was saying, ‘That’s
two minutes! Don’t do it! Get your stick down! That’s two
minutes!’ I didn’t want to lose the five-on-three. Because
he sounded like he was going to give him a penalty.”

“The referee warned him and told me that he was going
to call a penalty if he kept doing it,” Brodeur said. “But it’s
not in the rules. I told him I didn’t really think it’s the way
it should be played, but if there’s no rule for it, then it’s not
against the rules. I’m not worried about it happening again.
The referees told me it wouldn’t.”

“I did have a conversation with the official about it,”
Sutter said. “He did tell me that the next time it happens it
will be a penalty. I was told after he scored, so I am not
very comfortable with it.”

Avery scored a goal during the five-on-three, but it was
not a result of his act. The puck was cleared by the Devils
and the Rangers had re-entered the zone. Avery drove to
the net and re-directed a pass from Scott Gomez, adding
injury to insult.

“Him scoring, that’s like pouring salt in the wound,”
said Steve Valiquette, who said Avery told him at the
bench that the idea had come to him on the ice. “He
invented it at that moment,” said Valiquette. “That’s how
Sean’s mind works.”

“It’s definitely not going to be accepted in this league,”
Sutter said. “That’s something you see in a bush league.”

“Show me the rule book,” Brendan Shanahan demand-
ed. “What’s the rule? If they’re going to change a rule

in mid-season, they need a 30-0 vote of the Board of
Governors.”

Well, apparently not.
“It’s something we’re going to address in the

realm of goaltender interference or unsportsmanlike
conduct,” NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said
later that day. “We’ll put the clubs on notice before
we make that interpretation. The ingenuity and cre-
ativity of things we’ve never seen before never
ceases to amaze us, but we’ll deal with it.”

The next day, NHL VP Colin Campbell took the
unprecedented step of rewriting the rule book on the
fly:

“An unsportsmanlike conduct minor penalty
(Rule 75) will be interpreted and applied, effective
immediately, to a situation when a player positions
himself facing the opposition goaltender and
engages in actions such as waving his arms or stick
in front of the goaltender’s face, for the purpose of

improperly interfering with and/or distracting the goal-
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