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Sean Avery has done it more times this season than Gordie Howe did in his entire
career. So maybe they should change the name to the “Sean Avery Hat Trick.”
Avery scored the game-winning goal in the waning moments of the Rangers’ win

in Buffalo on February 23rd after assisting on Brandon Dubinsky’s game-tying goal
and fighting Patrick Kaleta, who had earlier knocked Paul Mara out of the game (and
out for a month) with a high hit.

That’s the fabled hat trick of a goal, an assist, and a fight that the legendary Howe
supposedly accomplished only once in his long career. Playing in front of his parents,
Avery did it for the second time this season and for the third time as a Ranger (the pre-
vious two were both against Toronto, with both fights against Darcy Tucker).

Avery turned in a trio of, ahem, achievements of a different sort over the past month
that may come closer to a new definition of “Sean Avery Hat Trick” — battling team
management, getting into trouble off the ice, and catalyzing his team on the ice.

On March 3rd, Avery ended an extended media silence by announcing that talks with
the Rangers to extend his contract were at a halt. “We’re extremely far apart on each
other’s views of what I am worth as a player,” Avery told reporters. He was said to be
asking for $4.2 million a season, with the Rangers offering $2.5 million.

“It’s just monetary,” Avery said of the impasse. “It’s the moo-lah, doo-lah. I think
we’re both adamant about the dollar amount. I don’t see anyone moving off it any time
soon. If you’re not agreeing on monetary value, there’s no sense beating a dead horse.” 

“There seem to be a few pressure points,” Pat Morris, Avery’s agent, told the Daily
News after being re-engaged to participate in talks the player had been handling on his
own. “The trade deadline, the end of the playoffs, the days right before the draft, and
then July 1st — there are different buzz times. We didn’t come to a deal [at the trade
deadline]. So now it shuts down and the Rangers go about their business and Sean con-
tinues to play with the excellence that he has.”

“Listen, I certainly love playing for
the Rangers, no question about it,”
Avery said. “This certainly isn’t going
to affect my situation here. My main
concern right now is us winning games.
That’s what free agency is all about, to
deal with it July1st. Wherever I end up
in the future, there’s nothing we can
determine right now.”

“Sean is an important part of our
team,” Ranger GM Glen Sather said in
a statement. “His focus and ours right
now is finishing as high as we can in
the standings and then going as far as
we can in the playoffs. We value his
contribution and at the appropriate time
we’ll continue discussions with his
agent.”

Sather turned down a trade request for
Avery at the deadline, according to

Larry Brooks of the New York Post. The San Jose Sharks were believed to have
offered the Rangers Steve Bernier, the emerging young power forward who instead
headed the package that went to Buffalo for defenseman Brian Campbell.

The team said it was not going to be distracted by the situation. “A show along the
lines of the Scott Baio series or that guy who sang ‘Cherry Pie,’” is how Brendan
Shanahan characterized it to Daily News reporter John Dellapina. “Either way, I like to
tune into ‘The Sean Avery Show’. It keeps me happy. It keeps our team loose.”

“There is a difference of opinion and both sides will be mature about that, especially
Sean,” Morris said. “It’s never an end. There is only one Sean Avery-type player in the
free-agent market and it’s Sean Avery.”

There is also only one Sean Avery-type player in the pages of local tabloids devoted
to matters other than ice hockey. One day before we went to press on Marcg 28th, the
Daily News reported that Avery’s name and cell phone number appeared on the client
list of Kristin Davis, a madam arrested earlier that week for running a high-end prosti-
tution ring in New York, California, and Pennsylvania.

Avery told the News that he must have been the target of a practical joke. “It’s April
Fools’ Day coming up and I’m not going to fall for it,” he said.

“I certainly have a lot of enemies, I know that,” he told reporters after practice the
next day. “It certainly could be a tri-state player that maybe started this whole conspir-
acy theory,” he went on to say, suggesting that he was targeted by an area rival. “But I
do know if I was ever to venture into one of these establishments, I wouldn’t use my
own name. I think that would probably be stating the obvious.”

He went on to officially deny the allegation in no uncertain terms.
Avery inssited that his too was not going to be a distraction to the team as it made its

stretch run. “We’ve been laughing hysterically over it all morning,” he said of the reac-

tion to the story in the Rangers’ locker room. He claimed to not own that phone any
more, but the News article said that he picked up when they dialed the number.

The importance of all this was trumped by Avery’s impact on the Rangers on the ice,
a factor in the Rangers’ second half surge that was somewhat overlooked. As Ranger
fans searched for signs that the team could recover from their inconsistent first half,
there was little hope that Sather could swing a catalytic converter deal like he did a
year earlier in trading for Avery.

But the lightning in that bottle was in fact recaptured with a healthy Avery back on
the ice. It was no coincidence that Avery, in and out of the line-up in the first half of
the season with injuries, returned from his most recent absence shortly before the Janu-
ary 20th date on which the Rangers’ season began to turn around.

With Avery scoring 13 goals and 7 assists, the Rangers went 19-6-6 from that point
up to press time despite slogging through his first three games back at 1-1-1 before
taking off. That record is uncannily close to — and even better than — the 17-6-6 run
the Rangers went on after acquiring Avery in February 2007.

When Avery scored his second goal of the game to seal a 5-2 win over Pittsburgh on
March 18th, a chant of “Re-sign Avery!” was raised by Garden fans. “Obviously you
feel good any time the home fans are saying something like that,” Avery said. “I think
Jags had a pretty good kick out of it.”

He then deflected credit to “Jags” —
linemate Jaromir Jagr. “I know playing
with Jags, I’m going to get a lot of
chances and the ice is going to be
open,” Avery said. “You could see on
the fourth goal — Hal Gill leaves his
coverage in front to go and check Jags
and I’m standing all alone. I just have
to get in the right position and let the
overchecking of him complement my
game.”

“I don’t think I can score again
because he doesn’t want to pass,” Jagr
joked. “Teams don’t even care if they
lose as long as I don’t score. As long
as he scores, it’s OK. I’ll be the decoy
out there.” And as long as the Rangers
win, nothing Avery (or Jagr) can do off
the ice will be a distraction.         
■

Having scored 22 goals in their last five
games heading into a February 24th game

against Florida and with 41 over the course
of their 8-2-2 run to that point, the Rangers’
season-long scoring woes appeared to be in
the past. But in that night’s 5-0 dismantling
of the Panthers, three Czechs who were 
having trouble scoring netted goals.

Jaromir Jagr scored in back-to-back
games for the first time in 2008, that after
going a dozen games without a goal. Martin
Straka scored for the first time in nine
games. And Marek Malik scored his first goal
of the season — he added an assist too,
making it five of his six points to that date in
two games against Florida (he assisted on
three goals against them on opening night).

Two of those goals, Straka’s and Malik’s,
were set up by Scott Gomez, who also scored
a goal of his own (Straka also assisted on

Malik’s goal). “I think this is a new combination,” joked Jagr after the game. “The
Czech-Mexican combination — Malik and Gomez. It didn’t work together, me and Scotty,
so now we got a new combination — 19 and 8, not 68.”

“Yeah, you get rid of the 6,” Gomez said, going along with the joke. “He [Jagr] said
that on the bench — it was pretty funny.”

That game came shortly after the Rangers blew a five-goal lead in Montreal. “When it
was 5-0, we kind of sat back and said, jeez,” Gomez said, laughing. “But we looked at
the time [left on the clock] and figured we got a pretty good shot. When it was five, we
were definitely going for six just to make sure.

“We let that [Montreal meltdown] go a long time ago. The way we responded, you
gotta be proud of the guys in this room.” ■

Some Czech-Mex
Rangers Order Up 
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