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a great player and does a great job for the Rangers. He
does it to perfection — that’s what makes Sean Avery
Sean Avery. He’s an agitator. But then again he’s a great
player. Maybe that’s how he prepares for games.”

Tucker likewise refused to confirm Berger’s rumor.
“I’m not going to comment as to what transpired here,”
he said.

The harshest words directed at Avery came from Leaf
enforcer Wade Belak, yet even his comments suggested
that Avery’s target was Tucker, not Blake.

“Darcy’s an agitator, but he doesn’t say the type of
personal stuff about your family that Avery does,” Belak
told the Toronto Sun. “It’s ridiculous — if he ever starts
chirping about my family like that, he’ll get a stick over
the head.

“He’s pissing guys off,” Belak continued, in words
that brought him a warning from the NHL office. “He’ll
bring harm to himself, and not too many guys around
the league are going to be sad to see it. If he keeps this
up, someone is going to kill him. One day he’s going to
say something the wrong way and he’ll be clubbed. And
I’m not saying it will be by me, either.”

All of which raised a debate about trash talking in
general, and where the line is drawn. “I’m not a fan of
any kind of talk,” Shanahan said for the umpteenth time.
“I don’t even like talk that is within the bounds of the
ice rink. I’m not a talker. I don’t approve of it. But a lot
of players do it.

“I’ve heard Sean dish it out — and I’ve heard him get
some vicious attacks as well. I’m constantly reminding
Sean to toe a certain line, and then I’ll hear someone say
something to him of a personal matter that’s vicious. It’s
not an excuse, but I understand where his anger comes
from.

“You’re never going to get him to stop talking. Sean’s
game is all about playing on the line. I think that when
Sean’s in the lineup, the big thing he brings to us is his
ability as a player. Whether he’s involved verbally or
not, I think his greatest asset to us is that. He could not
open his mouth all game long and he’s still going to get
under the other team’s skin. He could go out with tape
over his mouth and by the end of that game he’s still the
most hated player on the ice.

“So what he brings is his ability to play the game. The
rest of it, it’s in every sport. I was shocked to hear that
Larry Bird was one of the worst trash talkers in the his-
tory of basketball. There are a lot of players that do it,
not just Sean. It doesn’t work for me. But I also don’t
like some of the music we play before games.”

“I think guys for the most part recognize what you
should and shouldn’t say,” Hollweg told the Daily News.
“The comments they say Sean made, I don’t think he
would do that. Obviously, he’s an agitator, but Sean has
his limits as well. And nobody wants to see anybody in
that position in their life [like Blake]. It’s just something
that guys know not to go near or touch.”

“There’s always going to be someone who gets under
someone’s skin,” Tucker allowed. “That’ll never change.
I’m no angel. I’m not going to say I’m not going to go
out there and punch you in the nose. My game is to go
out, play physical, and get the other team off its game.

“I made mistakes of my own. But after talking to
some people, I tried to become a classier player. Having
said that, I won’t change my game. I have to play hard,
but there’s a certain line that shouldn’t be crossed.”

“The worst thing you can do with a player like that is
let him know it’s affecting you,” Shanahan said. “You
might be burning inside. But sometimes the best thing to
do is take a number and wait for an opportunity.”

“Nothing like that bothered me,” Jagr said of being the
brunt of trash talk. “I don’t get how people can get mad.
I don’t get it.”

“There’s a code of etiquette that’s just amongst men,”
Avery said. “There’s a code of etiquette as far as adults
and how they treat other adults. That’s for us to decide as

players.
“I don’t really want to talk about what me and Colin

talked about,” he said of his hearing with NHL discipli-
narian Colin Campbell that resulted in fines for Avery,
Tucker, and their respective teams, Campbell noting that
Tucker was complicit in the shenanigans getting out of
hand. “But it’s something that’s been addressed. I under-
stood that it’s something I have to address personally,
and I told him I was going to do that. I told him and I
told Glen Sather, our general manager, I told them they
don’t have anything to worry about.” 

What prompted Campbell to take a closer look at what
transpired was not the rumor of what might have been
said. Campbell said that Avery’s pre-game skirmish with
the Devils’ Martin Brodeur and David Clarkson exactly
one week earlier was the main reason the NHL called
him on the carpet for what he did in Toronto.

“We’ve dealt with it internally,” Renney said. “Sean
and I have already had a discussion. We’ve talked about
how we want to move forward. He’s a good hockey

player. We trust his
ability to play and the
type of player he is.”

It seemed as if the
Sean Avery Show
would take a bit of a break after the big blow-up in
Toronto. In his next game in New Jersey, Avery as prom-
ised steered clear of pre-game confrontations. And sever-
al games after that, he took a shot to the hand that aggra-
vated chronic wrist problems, requiring surgical correc-
tion that put him on the shelf for a couple of weeks.

But the matter with Berger festered on. Days before a
rematch with the Maple Leafs at Madison Square Gar-
den, Berger apologized on the air on the Fan-590 for his
report, seemingly retracting it.

“It was my intention only to report accurately on what
transpired during the pre-game warm-up,” Berger said.
“Based on Mr. Avery’s clear statement that he made no
such remarks, my information and therefore my report-
ing does not appear to have been accurate. I truly regret
reporting that Mr. Avery made such comments. I apolo-
gize to Mr. Avery for having done so. I hearby retract my
comments about what transpired.”

Avery was not satisfied with the retraction. “I haven’t
told  my lawyer that he’s fired yet, so he’s still working,”
Avery told reporters at the MSG Training Center the day
after the apology was aired. “No, if I was satisfied, I
would have told my lawyer, ‘You can stop charging me
$495 an hour.’ I don’t really know what I can say and
what I can’t say, but it is certainly not the end of it all, I
can tell you that.”

The retraction clearly did not go far enough to amelio-
rate the situation, Berger blaming his putative source for
misinformation rather than his own failure to verify the
story, and Berger saying only that his reporting appeared
to be inaccurate, leaving open the possibility that he still
believed it to be accurate.

While he removed the defense he posted on his blog
shortly after the initial radio report, he also removed a
recording of the on-air apology within days of posting it
and instead wrote, “In almost 20 years of work at the
Fan-590, I’ve never had to voice a legal retraction on
the air like I did last Monday and Tuesday, simply
because I’ve never even been threatened with a lawsuit,
let alone served legal papers. I haven’t said much about
the situation — the retraction spoke for itself. There are
things I simply cannot talk about right now, for obvious
reasons. They will be heard one day, when the time is
right.”

Little wonder then that Avery scoffed at what the legal
retraction said for itself.

Berger’s problems with the Rangers didn’t end there.
A writer for Toronto’s Globe and Mail scolded the team
for denying Berger entry into the Garden’s press box for
the Ranger-Leaf contest. The Rangers refuted the report,
although it wasn’t clear whether the complaint was
about Berger not getting a seat in the lower press box,
reserved for reporters from major newspapers, or about
him not being allowed into any press box, including the
upper press box where all radio journalists sit, even
those who cover the Rangers on a regular basis. Berger
was in fact seated in that upper press box for the game.

Avery himself spent part of that game visiting fans in
the upper reaches of the arena, as he has done whenever
he has been out of action. His surgery a success, he was
expected to miss about two weeks.

As has been the case since last season, the Rangers are
a losing team in the absence of his unique brand of may-
hem. Since his arrival via trade last February, they have
gone 26-10-7 with him in the line-up and 6-8-1 without
him, as of December 7th. This season, they were 9-4-1
with him. Last season, they were 25-24-4 when he came
over from L.A. and then went 17-5-6 down the stretch to
make the playoffs.
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