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The “Sean Avery Show” drew unprecedented atten-
tion during a two-part episode when the Rangers
traveled to Toronto on November 10th, eclipsing

Mark Messier’s induction into the Hall of Fame and
Steve Valiquette’s eye-popping performance in net in his
first action of the season in place of workhorse Henrik
Lundqvist.

Part one came before and during the game. Avery insti-
gating an altercation during the pre-game warm-up with
Darcy Tucker and Jason Blake. He then fought and
jawed with Tucker during the game. He completed his
tour de force with a goal and an assist to make it a
Gordie Howe hat trick in helping the Rangers win 3-2.

Part two unfolded over the next few days amid allega-
tions of comments directed at Blake about his battle with
cancer, allegations denied so vehemently by Avery that
he initiated libel proceedings.

And it all took place in hockey’s number one market,
on the most widely watched hockey telecast in North
America, Hockey Night in Canada with its incendiary
analyst Don Cherry passing judgment, on Hall of Fame
weekend, with the player voted the most hated in the
NHL by his fellow players in a Hockey News poll in the
middle of it all.

The episode began with Avery barking at Tucker dur-
ing warm-up. Blake skated in, bumped Avery, and skated
away. Avery said something that then caused Tucker to
slash him. Other players skated in to intercede, including
Blake, and Ryan Hollweg, Colton Orr, Jason Strudwick,
and Chris Drury on the Rangers’ side.

What did Avery say to start the brouhaha? Ranger GM
Glen Sather kept Avery from talking to the media after
the game, but he did tell the Daily News, “Just the usual
Sean Avery stuff — letting everybody know that we’re
going to war.” Perhaps not the best metaphor to use the
night before Veterans Day — Rememberance Day in
Canada, where it is taken very seriously.

Tucker claimed Avery crossed a line with his words,
but he refused to get into specifics. “Let’s just say it was
classless,” he told reporters. “Through the entire warm-
up, he would not stop yapping. He just didn’t stop, and
there’s nothing you can do about it. He gets right in your
face. He has no sense of class.”

“I’ve had many people tell me that,” Avery deadpanned
when told of Tucker’s comments. “That’s not the first,
and I’m sure it won’t be the last.”

The two agitators carried their grudge match, which
began last April when the pair fought at the Garden, over
to the game. They came together during a scrum along-
side the Toronto bench but only exchanged more words,
earning coincidental minors. They continued to jaw at
each other in the penalty box. They emerged and imme-
diately dropped the gloves. Avery landed a punch that left
Tucker with a scratch near his eye.

“Yep, that’s part of it,” said Tucker, who challenged
Avery because of his pre-game words. “I tried to do it at
the benches there, but he wouldn’t drop his gloves.”

Adding injury to insult, Avery made a great play to set
up Brendan Shanahan for a goal, and then converted a
Shanahan rebound for a goal of his own — the only two
Ranger goals before going to a shootout, which they won
on another Shanahan goal.

“Everybody knows about Sean’s antics, fighting, and
his ability to get under peoples’ skin,” Shanahan said of
his linemate. “But every once in a while he reminds peo-
ple that he can play.”

Shanahan was amused by Tucker’s indignation over
Avery. “That’s funny, because I just compared them to
each other,” he said. “They’re the same player — Sean’s
a younger version of Darcy. I remember Darcy when he

first came up — he’d be stirring the pot, saying things
that weren’t too nice. Sean’s following in his footsteps.
I’m not a big fan of the talk. I don’t do it. Sometimes you
hear some filthy things on the ice. I don’t approve of it.”

“They share the same number (16), are the same size,
do the same talking, have the same underrated offensive
ability, and share the same agitator role,” wrote reporter

Jim Matheson in the Edmonton Journal. He characterized
Tucker’s remarks about Avery lack of class as “the pot
calling the kettle black.”

“In the end, they’re both passionate players,” Shanahan
said. “I remember when I was in Detroit when we played
them how good [Tucker] is as a player. These two guys
go at each other pretty good. They’re a lot alike. They’re
pot-stirrers. They’re very rare, guys that are talented and
can agitate. They play with big hearts. They had their run
ins last year, too.”

Their run-in last season also began with Avery getting
under Tucker’s skin with his yapping. While lining up for
a face-off, Avery reportedly taunted Tucker about being
afraid of fighting in front of 20,000 Ranger fans. Tucker
obliged him, but Avery got the better of that battle too.
“Darcy has always been a whiner,” Avery said at the
time. “You say you don’t like his hair and he’ll be upset.”

Tucker declined to respond to Avery back then. “I’m
going to take the high road in this one,” he said. “He is
what he is. He’ll have a comeback for everything.”

“Good featherweight bout,” Ranger coach Tom Renney
said about this year’s fight. Renney, who coached Tucker
in junior hockey, went on to say, “I’d take Darcy on my
team in a heartbeat. In Sean’s case, there’s a line you
don’t cross and he sometimes touches the line, but I’d
rather have to pull him back than try to invite something
out of a player who doesn’t have that passion in him.”

Toronto head coach Paul Maurice was diplomatic as
well. “I think there are agitators, there are players where
that’s their job,” he said, referring to both antagonists.
“They need to do that to be effective. It made for a little
excitement, a little spice. So I was fine with it.”

And that was the end of it... or was it?
Two days later, Toronto radio host Howard Berger

threw flame on the fire by reporting a rumor on his show
on the Fan-590 that Avery targeted Blake’s leukemia,

diagnosed early this season, in his trash talk, claiming to
have heard about it from a Ranger player after the game.

“I went to the New York room with designs on corrab-
orating [sic] speculation I had heard on the Toronto side,”
Berger recounted in his Fan-590 blog. “It was then that a
Ranger player made the comment about Avery that ‘I was
ready to strangle him, myself, when I heard it.’ Those
were the exact words that were spoken to me, and the
exact way I presented it on the Fan-590.”

Avery strenuously denied the accusation out of hand.
“I am extremely upset and hurt that false and damaging
comments were attributed to me regarding Jason Blake,”
he said in a statement released by the Rangers. “I made
no such comments. I have lost two grandfathers to cancer
and have been a consistent contributor to multiple can-
cer-related charities, first and foremost, Hockey Fights
Cancer. I am unable to comment further, as the matter is
now being addressed by legal counsel.”

Avery sent Berger an official letter as the first step in
pursuing his libel suit, the Daily News reported. “It’s
something that I’m obviously not handling lightly,” said
Avery. “Anytime anyone attacks me personally with
something that I haven’t said, it’s upsetting not only to
me, but to my family. I had to deal with things in the
past, in particular with cancer, so I’ve got a really strong
legal team in Toronto that’s dealing with it right now, and
I’m sure they’re going to work it out.”

Defamation law in Canada — the statements were
made in Canada about events that occurred there between
two Canadian nationals — strongly favors Avery. Berg-
er’s only defense would be to prove that his report was
true. That would mean getting the Ranger he claims he
spoke to on the record.

“I would sue the guy if I were him,” said an indignant
Shanahan. “Who [told him]? Name him. It’s ridiculous.
Number one, it wasn’t said. If it was, we’d be talking
about it ourselves. The players who have every reason in
the world to accuse Sean of that, they’ve already con-
firmed to an outside source that that was never heard.

“So this is a guy just trying to protect himself, in my
opinion. I hope there’s some accountability to that accu-
sation. This guy, Berger or whatever his name is, is
accomplishing what he wanted. False or true, he’s got
people talking about it. And it’s just remarkable how this
occurred on Saturday night, when this was a hot story —
apparently one of our players talked to him about it —
and he sat on it till Monday.”

“First of all, I don’t believe [Avery] would say some-
thing like that,” said Jaromir Jagr. “Second of all, no way
somebody from the team would [repeat] it to somebody.
There’s just no way. If I was a radio host and would want
people to believe me, you use that line to look better.”

“I was standing there the whole time,” Hollweg said. “I
saw everything happen. I made sure I was nearby just in
case anything happened. We all know who and what Sean
is. But the accusations that were made are untrue. I don’t
even know why Blake was there to begin with because it
had nothing to do with him — it was between Tucker and
Avery. I saw Blake swing his stick first. Then it all hap-
pened from there. So if anybody is to blame, I’d say it
would be Jason Blake.”

Blake himself said he never heard any comments from
Avery about his illness. “You hear different things in a
game,” he told Toronto reporters. “There are grown men
out there hitting each other and things happen. That’s not
the worst thing that has ever been said, and I don’t even
know if he said it.”

Blake, also known for his abrasiveness on the ice, actu-
ally went on to praise Avery. “I played against Sean last
year a lot when I was with the Islanders,” he said. “He is
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